Midi Pads and Orff

‘It’s Raining, It’s Pouring’            by Maria Stone

‘Midi Pads’ is an Interactive Performance system which is designed to allow performers to trigger midi notes or wave files on a computer by stepping on “Touch Pads”. This system has been developed by Jim Edson from ‘Technology School of the Future’.  

For more information :- http://midipads.homestead.com 

Objectives:

· To distinguish between sounds and silence – moving and freezing

· To imitate accurately short rhythmic and melodic phrases

· To explore shapes, levels and motion through environmental sounds.

· To work co-operatively in groups.

· To experience the MidiPads as another medium to create music and sounds.

Materials / Resources:

· A MidiPads System (comprising 8 touch pads, Midipads Interface Box and Software)

· Scarves and other objects to represent ‘wind’, ‘rain’ and ‘thunder’.

· A4 coloured cards, matching the colours on the touch pads.

· A grid score of ‘It’s Raining, It’s Pouring’ matching the colours of the touch pads to the pitch of the song, and sound effects.

· A blank grid of “Spring, Spring” for class to create own composition using touch pads to create melody and appropriate sound effects.

Age Group:

Early Childhood

Introduction:

Students listen to a ‘wind’ wave file. (triggered by one of the touch pads) Students move only their arms at first, then gradually they stand and explore levels, shape and space. 

Students ‘freeze’ when the sound stops. 

Once students have established their movement to represent the wind, the next sound, rain, is introduced, following the same progression as the ‘wind’. 

The same is then done for the ‘thunder’ sounds. 

Students take turns to ‘play the touch pads’ while the rest of the class moves and freezes appropriately.

Using objects like scarves for the “wind”, patterned material on a stick for the “rain” and a cardboard shape of lightning for the “thunder”, place                                                                                                                                                                             these in three separate areas of the room and decide as a group what sort of actions could be done with these objects to represent their sound. Divide class into three and each group goes to one of these areas. When their sound is heard they move accordingly.  Three students are chosen at a time to ‘play the touch pads’ (the sounds can overlap) Students then rotate to the next group and new students are chosen to play the ‘touch pads’.

‘It’s Raining, It’s Pouring’ arrangement.

Discuss these three sounds and the season they represent –> Winter. List some of the ‘winter’ songs students know. Revise ‘It’s Raining, It’s Pouring’ song and discuss how we could use these sounds with the song. 

It’s raining, it’s pouring,       

The old man is snoring, 

He went to bed and bumped his head    

And couldn’t get up in the morning.

Discuss other sounds we could add i.e. ‘snoring’, ‘ouch!’ ‘morning’. Sing the song while these sounds are added. (Some of these sounds can be recorded by using the program ‘Cool Edit’ or ‘Audacity’)

Show grid arrangement of this song. Explain how these midipads can also create the tune. (Each pad can trigger a midi sound of a particular pitch and tone colour-options are endless!) Students practice with coloured A4 card matching which corresponds to the MidiPads. Students then play the arrangement on the MidiPads. 

Extension

Discuss the next season after Winter (and when it is).--> Spring. Teach a simple rhyme e.g.  (using body percussion and movement to help students learn it):-
            Spring                   Spring,                     Spring     is     here

            Good  -  bye         win  -  ter                  till          next   year 

            Chirp–ing  birds    ba –by   lambs,        calves     and  foals

            Ev    -   ery     -      where    new           life           un  - folds

This simple rhyme I wrote is in similar time (6/8) and length to ‘It’s Raining, It’s Pouring’. 

Discuss possible sound effects that can be added to this while saying and moving to it. Find these in the wave file or create own sounds by recording, using the program, ‘Cool Edit’ or Audacity.

Using the same three notes, (as in ‘It’s Raining, It’s Pouring, -me, soh, lah) create a new tune for this rhyme.

Add sound effects to this and score it using Grid notation.  Perform this arrangement (adding movement taught/ created while learning the rhyme)

The midipads are a great HIT with all the students. There are so many things one can do with them. This session just explores a couple of ideas. Certainly worth having!    
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Midi Pads and Orff

‘Winter Conversations’            by Maria Stone

‘Midi Pads’ is an Interactive Performance system which is designed to allow performers to trigger midi notes or wave files on a computer by stepping on “Touch Pads”. This system has been developed by Jim Edson from ‘Technology School of the Future’.  

For more information :- http://midipads.homestead.com 

Objectives:

· To explore shapes, levels and motion through environmental sounds.

· To distinguish between sounds and silence – moving and freezes.

· To work collaboratively in a group to create:- a movement sequence to the environmental sounds,

· To work collaboratively in a group to create a melody to the rhyme, using the pentatonic scale.

· To experience the MidiPads as another medium to create music accompaniments, melodies and sound effects.

Materials / Resources:

· A MidiPads System (comprising 8 touch pads, Midipads Interface Box and Software)

· Scarves and other objects to represent ‘wind’, ‘rain’ and ‘thunder’.

· A blank grid, 5x3 to score each group’s movement sequence

· A set of pentatonic chime bars for each group to compose their melody.

· A blank grid for the ‘Ah Choo’ rhyme, for groups to score their melody. (For R-2 classes a ‘class composition’ might work better than groups composing their own.)

· An assortment of untuned percussion instruments.
Age Group:

R-7

Introduction:

Students listen to a ‘wind’ wave file. (triggered by one of the touch pads) Students explore different ways of moving (levels, shape, space, locomotion) to match the sound.  They decide on a particular movement for this sound. Students ‘freeze’ when the sound stops. 

Once students have established their movement to represent the wind, the next sound ‘rain’ is introduced, following the same procedure as the ‘wind’. 

The same is then done for the ‘thunder’ sounds. 

Students take turns to ‘play the touch pads’ while the rest of the class moves and freezes appropriately.

Movement Composition

Students form groups of 3. Each student shares their ‘movement’ for each of the sounds – Each group then come up with a ‘group movement’ for each of the three sounds. Groups may use scarves, ribbons etc… to enhance their actions.

Each group scores their sequence of movements on a grid, 5 rows of 3 columns. The sequence must have two rows repeated e.g.

	wind
	wind
	thunder

	 rain  
	wind
	rain 

	thunder
	thunder
	rain

	rain
	wind
	rain

	wind
	wind
	thunder


(Row 1 and row 5 are the same and row 2 and 4 are the same.)

Groups perform their movement sequence while another group plays their score. (Each group should perform their movement sequence and play another groups movement composition on the MidiPads.)

Winter Rhyme

Talk about the season these sounds would most likely occur in – Winter – and introduce a short rhyme that one might hear in Winter!

1.

Ah                        Choo                            Bless              you!

2.

Thank      -           you                               ver  -  y          much

2.

How   are  you    feel – ing     to            day?              _______

3.

Run – ny nose,    itch  –  y     throat        I’m feel – ing   lous – y

3.

You        are       sick   and   you           must  stay  in  bed!

(repeat line 3 together)

1.

Ah                       Choo!                            Bless                you!

Discuss the above rhyme –it’s a conversation.  Add body percussion, then movement to match the mood of the rhyme. Say the rhyme with expression then substitute words for body percussion and expression.

Discuss the structure of this conversation. 

	(1)  A _______                   B _______

(2)  A _______|_______    B _______|_______

(3)  A _______|_______    B _______|_______ 

               (3) A/B______|_______(together)
(1)  A _______                    B _______


Conversation Senarios

Using this structure, get students in pairs to choose one of these opening lines to create own conversation. Perform twice – 

a) with words and expression (actions)                                                        

b) without words, just body percussion and expression.

        (A)  Oh    no!                  (B)  You’re   late!

        (A)  Hooray!                   (B)  Well   Done!
         A)  How much?             (B)  For  this?

Create own composition.

Students form groups of 5 (each student responsible for one note of the Pentatonic scale)

Revise the ‘Ah Choo’ rhyme, and using this as the rhythmic structure, each group composes their own melody. They work collaboratively using chime bars and colour squares (to match colour and pitch of the MidiPads) to score their Grid. They perform their tunes on the MidiPads. 

Use the 3 remaining midipads to add a ‘pedal C’ bass note and some drum or percussion rhythms as accompaniment to the Ah Choo melody. 

Performance

You may choose some or all of these ideas in some form (order) to create one large performance piece. Ask the students!

(Each pad can trigger a midi sound of a particular pitch and tone colour-options are endless!  Sound effects can be added. These can be found in the wave files or you can create own sounds by recording directly into the computer, using either of the two programs ‘Cool Edit’ and ‘Audacity’)
The MidiPads are a great HIT with all the students. There are so many things one can do with them. This session just explores a couple of ideas. Certainly worth having!                                                                
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